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the Gerefa in terms which recall the description given above
of the steward and the bailiff. " The sagacious reeve ought
to know both the lord's land-right and the folk-rights, even
as the counsellors of olden days have determined; and the
season of every crop that pertains to a homestead ; since, in
many districts, the farm-work is earlier than in others. . . .
Let him who holds such office take heed that he guard and
further every work according as is best for it. ... He
ought prudently to consider and diligently to look into all
the things that may be for his lord's advantage. ... He
must know both the less and the more, both the greater and
the less important matters that concern a homestead, both
in the farm-yard and on the down, both in wood and in
water, both in field and fold, both indoors and out ". There
follows an enumeration of " matters that concern a home-
stead " so detailed that the writer at length exclaims : "It
is toilsome to recount all that he who holds this office ought
to think of. ... Many things are needed for a faithful reeve
of a household and for a temperate guardian of men "l.
, The servants of the manor formed a very large body, import-
generally drawn from the inhabitants of the village whose
surplus population found employment upon the demesne.
Their services were rewarded in different ways. Land was
often attached to the office of reeve2, and at other times he
was allowed a partial or even complete remission of the
rents and services due from his tenement8. This was doubt-
less a common provision, while those permanently employed
would receive food and drink and clothing4. tThe import-
ance of this administrative staff in the economic organization
of the manor can scarcely be over-estimated5. " It mediated
between lord and subject, between military order and
industrial order "t *. It linked up the various estates belong-
ing to the lord and constituted the channel of intercourse
between different parts of the country. Within the manor
1  The Gerefa, printed in Liebermann, Gesetze, i. 453-455 (translated in
W. Cunningham, Growth of English Industry and Commerce (ed. 1910),
i. App. B).
2  Charter Rolls, ii. 194 ; charter speaking of land pertaining to the office
of reeve.   Cf. supra, p. 58, note i.
8 E.g. Custumals of Battle Abbey, 27, 54, 66.
4 Vinogradoff, Villainage, 320 ; Growth of the Manor, 359.       8 Ibid